Calciphylaxis treated with neurolytic lumbar sympathetic block: case report and review of the literature.
Calciphylaxis is a painful complication of end-stage renal disease and secondary hyperparathyroidism. Calcification most commonly affects skin and soft tissue of the lower extremities resulting in excruciatingly painful skin ulcers. Treatment involves correction of hypercalcemia and hyperphosphatemia, parathyroidectomy, and supportive measures. The literature and the merits of neurolytic lumbar sympathetic blockade (LSB) for the treatment of pain associated with calciphylaxis are reviewed. The neurolytic LSB provided pain relief and is a treatment modality to be considered in managing the pain associated with calciphylaxis.